For Machiavelli's The Prince, I recommend the version at www.earlymoderntexts.com with a translation by Jonathan Bennett. This version is updated and draws on and improves many earlier translations.  Enjoy!   

Pre-writing assignment:  N. Machiavelli, The Prince
Read Machiavelli’s The Prince.  IF you wish to complete a PREWRITING ASSIGNMENT - Prepare two lists: (1) list all the ways the prince GETS power (you might end up with 7 or 8), and (2)  all the ways the prince KEEPS power (you might end up with over 60!!).  This is a pre-writing assignment.  It is NOT required.  BUT - completion of the pre-writing assignment will help you to understand and then write on The Prince.
Paper #4 -  Assignment:
Machiavelli intended to write a guide for princes, a type of work common since the fourth century C.E., yet his work stands out as a classic treatise that has transformed our understanding of politics and political theory.  Your paper should be a minimum of two pages in length.  Select one topic: (1)  What is Machiavelli’s view of human nature? How does this help explain what he says about the way a prince rules?   Conclude by applying Machiavelli to a current or historical ruler and assess the value of Machiavelli’s work. (2) Machiavelli is concerned with a distinction between appearance and reality and seeming and being.  Write on Machiavelli’s view on the role of dissimulation and sincerity.  Conclude by applying Machiavelli to a current or historical ruler and assess the value of Machiavelli’s work. (3)  Machiavelli writes: “They are sustained by the ancient principles of religion, which are so powerful and of such authority that they keep their princes in power whatever they do, however they live. These are the only princes who have states that they do not defend and subjects that they do not govern; the states, though undefended, are never taken from them, and the subjects, though ungoverned, neither protest, nor try to break away, nor could revolt if they a mind to. These, then, are the only safe and happy governments.”  Would Machiavelli consider the United States today a “safe and happy” government?    Use The Prince as the basis for your paper.  A short but excellent introduction to Machiavelli can be found in  Rice/Grafton, The Foundations of Early Modern Europe (Chapter 4, pp.140-145 .  You may use other sources for background information, but do rely on YOUR reading and understanding and provide YOUR overall argument and analysis.
Guidelines:
1. Write a unified, coherent essay.  Pay attention to organization and the  flow of your argument.
2. Use evidence from The Prince as a primary source to support your interpretation. Again, the  Rice/Grafton is especially useful, as are the essays in the Norton Critical Edition of Machiavelli's The Prince.
3. Use plenty of citations.  Document your sources.  Use the Chicago Manual of Style for citations from the sources you use. Footnotes preferred.
4. Your essay must be word processed, double-spaced, 12 pt font – 2 page minimum and no more than four (4) pages in length.
5. Attach a title page: include the title of your  paper, the course, instructor’s name, date, and your name.
6. Save your copy of the paper.
7. Proof-read your paper – there should be no grammatical, spelling, punctuation mistakes! Your use of English counts.
8.  Revise, revise, revise.





English assignments

Discussion 12.1
Work in pairs for this exercise, ideally with another student who has similar career interests. First, search the Web for professional conferences in your area of interest. Together, choose one that is agreeable to both of you and that is held in another state or another country. Find the conference’s home page and locate as many details as possible about hotel arrangements, local eateries, fees for the conference or workshops being held, social gatherings being organized, etc. Your company or institution will pay for the two of you to attend the conference, but will pay only for airline tickets and hotel accommodations up front. All other expenses will be reimbursed. Knowing that social gatherings at such conferences can be important for networking and information gathering, you plan to attend as many of the social events as possible, including some local sightseeing excursions. Your manager requires that you jointly write a trip report, with a list of expenses to be reimbursed attached. Which specific activities will you include in the trip report? Which expenses will you report to your manager?
Post your answers in a discussion post. Be sure to include the link to the conference’s website and be as detailed as possible in your discussion of the expenses. Compare your decisions to those of your classmates.
Remember to cite your sources, defend your position with evidence from credible sources, and, when responding to your peers, be courteous and professional. Read other students’ posts and respond to at least two of them.


Assignment 12.1
Feasibility Report
A local coffee shop in your town, Buzzed, decides that it wants to meet the needs of customers who are intolerant to gluten. The owner, Heather Halo, has asked you to research the feasibility of offering some gluten-free baked goods for these customers. Currently, the coffee shop does not have a baking facility; all baked goods are contracted through other vendors. Research the feasibility of this gluten-free addition to the store’s offerings and write a feasibility report directed to Heather Halo. Be sure to follow the strategies for feasibility reports in Chapter 16.
When you have completed the assignment, save a copy for yourself in an easily accessible place and submit a copy to your instructor using Dropbox.



Assignment 12.2
Progress Report
Write a progress report on the various items due for this course.
When you have completed the assignment, save a copy for yourself in an easily accessible place and submit a copy to your instructor using Dropbox.




Discussion 13.1
Post your response to the following questions on the discussion board. If appropriate, include personal experience as part of your answers.
· Search for an example of a report or proposal on the Internet and post the example to the discussion board.
· Provide a brief critique of the report and explain the type, purpose, and audience of the report, as well as the type of research and data used to compile the report. Do you think that the report contained the right amount of information and was organized appropriately to be effective? Why or why not?
Remember to cite your sources, defend your position with evidence from credible sources, and, when responding to your peers, be courteous and professional.Read other students’ posts and respond to at least two of them.


Assignment 13.1
Interview
Interview two or three individuals working in your chosen career. Ask each person the following questions:
· What type of reports do you receive and prepare?
· How do these reports tie into your decision-making process?
· Who reads the reports you prepare?
Write a two-page summary of your findings.
When you have completed the assignment, save a copy for yourself in an easily accessible place and submit a copy to your instructor using Dropbox.





Discussion 14.1
Increasingly, work teams collaborate remotely, with many presentations occurring via phone conferencing and file-sharing technologies. Discuss your experiences with this type of presentation in a discussion post.
· From your experiences, or what you imagine to be the needs of this type of presentation, how are these types of presentations similar to and different from face-to-face oral presentations?
· What are five key strategies of success that your group would recommend when planning for this type of presentation?
Remember to cite your sources, defend your position with evidence from credible sources, and, when responding to your peers, be courteous and professional. Read other students’ posts and respond to at least two of them.


Assignment 14.1
Planning a Powerpoint Presentation
Webfolio Project assigned. Date specific instructions will be provided.
Before developing your presentation slides, plan your presentation by considering the following concerns:
· Clarify the purpose of your presentation.
· Complete an audience analysis to determine the appropriate tone, style, and level of the presentation.
· Prepare an outline of the presentation.
· Think about the introduction of the presentation and how you can capture the audience's attention.
· Think about the summary of the presentation and what message you want to leave with the audience.
Use a presentation tool such as MS PowerPoint to develop an eight- to ten-slide presentation for your topic, keeping in mind the considerations you documented above.
Either in the presentation tool itself (PowerPoint) or in a separate document, add presenter's notes for each slide. Highlight key information such as stories or examples you want to add, key details, points of emphasis, as well as potential questions and answers.
When you have completed the assignment, save a copy for yourself in an easily accessible place and submit a copy to your instructor using Dropbox.

Discussion 15.1
Please use this opportunity to ask questions regarding content that you had difficulty with in preparation for the final exam.
Remember to cite your sources, defend your position with evidence from credible sources, and, when responding to your peers, be courteous and professional. Read other students’ posts and respond to at least two of them.

Assignment 15.1
Please use this opportunity to write about you learned about writing in this course. How can you apply the concepts from this course to other courses? How about in a professional setting?
When you have completed the assignment, submit a copy to your instructor.

